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MAIN FEATURES

Employment

Seasonally adjusted, the number of employed people in NSW in April 1994 decreased by 4,000 or 0.2% from
March 1994, Nationally, the seasonally adjusted number of employed persons increased by 5,800 or 0.1%.

Unemployment

The seasonally adjusted number of unemployed persons in NSW in April 1994 was 291,100, a decrease of 2,800
or 1.0% from the previous month. Nationaily, the seasonally adjusted number of unemployed persons declined by
3.1%. The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for NSW fell from 10.1% in March 1994 to 10.0% in April
1994, while the national rate decreased from 10.3% to 10.1%.

Average Weekly Earnings

In February 1994, the trend estimate of average weekly earnings for all employees in NSW was $537.90. This was
a decrease of 0.4% since November 1993 but with no percentage change since February 1993. Nationally, the
figure was $523.30 per week, up 0.1% since November 1993 and up 2.1% since February 1993,

New Motor Vehicle Registrations

The seasonally adjusted number of new motor vehicle registrations in NSW in April 1994 (17,610) increased by
10.9% compared to March 1994. There was an increase of 11.7% for Australia over the same period,

Building Approvais

The seasonally adjusted number of new dwelling units approved in NSW in March 1994 (3,806) decreased by 8.0%
compared to March 1993, There was an increase of 2.4% for Australia over the same period.

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation

The value of lending commitments t¢ individuals in NSW rose by 30.4% in March 1994 and was 34.2% higher
than in March 1993. Strong rises occurred in lending for dwelling construction (35.9%) and for the purchase of
established dwellings (28.3%). Lending for the purchase of newly erected dwellings also rose, though at a lower
rate (9.9%).

NOTES

This publication provides information on a wide range of Current publications produced by the aBs are listed in the
economic indicators which are the latest available at the Catalogue of Publications {1101.0). A Publications Ad-
time of publication. In a number of cases. figures appear- vice (1105.0) is issued on Tuesdays and Fridays which
ing in this summary are preliminary and are subject to lists publications to be released in the next few days.
revision in subsequent issues, These publications are available from any ABS office.

For detailed explanatory notes and definiions for the items
shown in this publication, readers are referred to the specific GREG BRAY
ABS publications. Deputy Commonwealth Statistician

INQUIRIES:  « for further information abour statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished statistics, contact Sue Furlong on Sydney (02) 268 4466 or any ABS office.
o for information about other ABS swatistics and services please contact Information Services on
Sydney (02) 268 4611 or any ABS office.




NATIONAL ECONOMY

Larest Change over Change over
indicaror Unit pericd prior period year
Natjonal Accounts percentage change,

average 1989-90 prices, {seasonally adjusted)— :
Gross non-farm product per cent Dec. qtr 93 1.1 4.7
Gross domesiic product per cent Dec. qtr 93 10 4.6
Figures for preceding periods
Figure
Latest Latest One perfod Two periods Three periods one year
Indicator Unit period Jigure aga ago ago ago
Balance of payments—
Merchandise exports *m Mar. 94 3,601 4,790 4,691 5,467 5017
Merchandise imports $m Feb. 94 —1616 —4.794 -5,207 5,697 —4,425
Balance on merchandise trade Sm Feb. 94 195 -33 144 =253 238
Balance on goods and services 3m Feb. 04 406 -34 129 -259 387
Balance on current account Sm Febh. 94 -834 -1,354 -1,027 -1,581 =597
Balance on current account
{seasonally adjusted) $m Feb. 94 -1,223 1,223 -1.575 -1.364 884
Terms of trade for goods and services—
Index (seasonally adiusted) 1989-90 = 100 Dee, qtr 93 378 87.1 86.9 89.6 39.4
Exchange Rates at end of period—
JUSSA Mar. 94 0.7008 0.7178 0.7112 0.6771 0.7058
Trade weighted indey of
value 3A May 1970 = 100 Mar. 94 52.1 536 54.0 50.8 52.9
Interest Rates—
Prime rate (Sowrce: Reserve Bapk) per cent May 94 8.95-9.00 8.95-9.00 8.95-9.00 8.95-9.00 9.50
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
{Monthly) (Average 1589-90 prices, quarterly)
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NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA
{per cent)
Latest
Indicator period NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. Aust.
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) Apr. ¥4 100 ii12 g6 02 8.1 117 10.1
Percentage change from previous year-—
Employed persons Apr. M4 4.3 z.1 33 0.8 4.6 2.4 3l
Consumer price index: all groups Mar. gtr 94 0.8 1.6 16 1.8 2.1 2.6 1.4
Average weekly emplovee eamings:
full-time adult ordinary time Feb. 94 4.5 1.6 33 2.1 1.9 4.0 31
Retail tumover {trend estimates) Mar. 94 6.2 4.2 6.0 8.1 12.1 4.7 6.4
New motor vehicle registrations Apr. 94 6.3 -2.3 43.7 7.4 -0.9 -12.2 2.0
Dwetling units approved Apr. 94 -0.5 5.3 -8.1 -15.3 19.2 -18.9 -2.1
Value of non-residential building approved Apr. 94 2.1 132.0 -11.2 =37 -63.8 18.7 6.0
Value of ail buildings approved Apr. ¥4 2.0 41.6 -9.2 -8.1 -17.6 -5.1 2.3
Value of engineering construction work done Dec. qtr 93 0.2 1.0 14.0 29.0 23.4 -27.8 8.0
Room occupancy rate in licensed hotels and motels etc. Dec. qtr 93 8.7 2.1 8.7 5.2 7.1 6.7 7.4
Actual private new capital expenditure Dec. qgtr 93 -19.7 30.0 -20.6 -27.1 26.5 -39.2 -1.8
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NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA
New Sourh Wales Australia
Change Change Change Change
from from same Sfrom from same
prior period . prior pertod
Latest Latest period  prior year Latest period  prior year
Indicator Unit period figure (per cemt) (per cemt) figure (per cent] (per cent)
Population
Estimated resident population 000 Sept. qtr 93 6,024 0.26 0.89 17,713 0.29 1.07
Civilian popuiation aged 15 years and over 000 Apr. 94 4,734 0.09 0.96 13,902 0.10 1.19
Labour Force
Employed perscns—fuil-time {original series) D00 Apr. 94 2.032 0.0 2.9 5,932 0,1 1.9
—iotal {original series) 000 Apr. 94 2,631 0.1 43 7.835 0.0 3.1
—tatal (seasanally adjusted) 600 Apr. 94 2,624 02 4.3 7.833 0.1 3.1
Unemploved persons—i{original series) 000 Apr. 94 291 ~6.3 -3.9 883 -7.0 -4.2
—{seasonaily adjusted) 000 Apr. 94 291 -1.0 4.0 875 3.1 —4.3
Labour force (seasonally adjusted) 000 Apr. 94 2.915 02 34 8,708 -03 2.3
Participation rate (seasonally adiusted} per cent Apr. 94 616 03 2.5 826 -03 14
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) per cent Apr. ¥4 10.0 3.7 -72 101 2.8 ~6.4
Job vacancies *000 Feb. 94 1% 411 80.8 46 0.2 33.9
Weekly paid overtime per employee hours Feb. 94 1.3 0.2 37 1.2 6.2 6.9
Average Weekly Employee Earnings
Full-time advlt ordinary time earnings (trend estimates)  § Feb. 94 624.50 0.8 36 £08.90 0.5 29
All emplovees total earnings (irend estimates) 3 Feb. 94 537.90 04 00 52330 0.1 2.1
Industrial Disputes—Working days lost 000 Feh. 94 29.3 651.3 140.2 450 733.3 31.6
Consumer Price Index, All Groups 1989-90=100 Mar. qir 94 109.1 0.3 08 1104 0.4 L4
Retail Tarnover {trend estimates) Sm Mar. 94 3018 08 62 8,616 0.7 6.4
New Mbotor Vehicle Registrations {seasonally adjusted) No. Apr. 94 17.610 0.9 20 51,092 1.7 -12.2
Passenger vehicles (seasonally adjusted) No. Apr. 94 14,248 {9 9.1 41,720 0.0 9.4
Other motor vehicles {excl. motor cycles) {seas. adj.) No. Apr. 94 2,661 58 82 8372 9.9 27.0
Production
Clay bricks (seasonally adjusted) miéflion Apr. 94 36 =25 -ig 146 -15 16
Electricity (seasonally adjusted) mill. kWh Apr. 94 4.882 03 -0 13443 -03 -1.1
Gas (seasonally adiusted) terajoules Apr. 94 7,085 -3.6 ~23 51,396 3.6 07
Overseas Trade
Imports $m Mar. 94 2,589 350 2.9 5.855 329 5.2
Exports, Australian produce $m Mar. 94 1.283 23.3 13.4 5331 15.5 9.8
Tourism
Cwerseas visitor shori-term arrivals *R00 Feb. 94 135 17.6 20.3 304 215 24.0
Resident overseas short-temm departures 1000 Feb. %4 64 0.2 0.4 150 0.3 6.8
Licensed hotels, motels etc. with facilities—
Guest nights 000 Dec. 93 5122 37 79 15,017 1.9 7.1
Reom occupancy rate per cent Dec. 93 551 4.4 37 555 1.8 9.2
Boilding
Approvais—
New dwelling units (seasonally adjusted) No. Apr. 94 4,354 144 43 15297 25 i35
Value of new residential building (seasonally adj.) $m Apr. 94 398 54 44 1374 32 4.0
Value of nen-residential building Sm Apr. 94 257 51.8 2.1 642 7.6 6.0
Value of all building Sm Apr. 94 700 5.4 2.0 2,013 -~11.0 2.8
Commencements—
New dweiling units No. Dec. qgtr 93 11,565 —.6 -0.8 44,469 -3.2 B3
Value of new residential ildings {a) 3m Dec. qir 93 1,091 —4.4 0.4 3,727 -1.2 12.4
Value of non-residential building (a) Sm Dec. gtr 93 884 24.4 0.3 2279 13.6 11.9
Vaive of all building (a) 3m Dec. gtr 93 2,224 5.4 0.7 6,570 4.1 11.4
Value of work done in period (a} Im Dec. gtr 93 2,260 0.0 -20 6,543 29 2.8
Engineering Construction
Private contractors—
Value of work commenced Im Dec. qtr 93 342 0.8 36.1 1477 2.1 12.3
Value of work done $m Dec. qr 93 504 4.4 11.5 1,698 0.l 20.0
Value of work yet to be done $m Dec. qir 93 927 26 23.2 2,445 -5.2 3.3
Value of work done by public sector $m Dec. qir 93 471 14.0 5.6 1,304 11.6 4.4
Finaace
Housing finance for owner occupation-—-secured
commitments to individuals by all lenders $m Mar. 94 1,895 30.4 34.2 5.385 20.6 37.8
Personal finance commitments—ail lenders $m Mar. 94 872 137 38.1 2,492 18.6 36.4
Commercial finance commitments—significant lenders $m Mar, 94 3,834 44.3 13.5 9497 51.3 27.8
Savings balances at end of month—
All banks (bj(c)(Source: Reserve Bank) $m Mar. 94 104,850 2.6 (d) 235992 1.7 7.4
Building societies 3m Feb. 94 2,964 1.9 10.9 10,276 1.6 -29
Credit unions $m Feb. 94 4,558 0.5 28 10,460 0.3 10.4
Actaal New Fixed Capital Expenditure (e} $m Dec. qtr 93 2,091 11.6 -19.7 7,282 144 -1.8
New buildings and structures $m Dec. qr 93 393 3l -322 2237 26.7 0.0
Egutpment, piant and machinery 3m Dec. qir 93 1,698 12 ~-16.1 5,045 9.7 -2.5
fa) Average 1989-90 prices. (b} Avcrage of weekly deposit balances. (c) Savings and trading bank series are combined fol-

lowing changes to the Banking Act 1959,
{e} By private enterpriscs,
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{d) Unavailable owing to revisions being done nationally only.
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